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Woman’s Republican City Committee. 

Headquarters Michigan Club, 

Detroit, 

November 29, 1893 

Director United States Mint, 

Philadelphia, Penn. 

Dear Sir 

In studying what may to the effort of the bill for the free coinage of silver, some 
questions occur to me which I am entirely unable to answer, and which greatly impeded my 
understanding of the subject. 

Will you please be so kind as to answer several of them? 

I do not ask for your opinion on any of them, unless you wish to give it, when it would be 
highly valued, but a statement of facts in your possession, which are known to many, but of 
which I am ignorant. 

1st. Does the Mint pay a certain amount of coin for say $10,000, ten thousand dollars 
worth of bullion, and what amount? 

2nd. When the owners of silver bring their silver to be coined, do you take a certain 
percent of that silver for profit, of the Mint; and what per cent? 

3. If not where does the money come from to put up the expense of the employees? 

4. Does Free coinages mean that any person can bring silver to be coined and that some 
percent of the silver will be kept for profit, and no fee charged? 

5. If so how is the expenses of the Mint to be paid by extra taxation? 

6. What is the silver dollar, intrinsically worth, and what will it be worth intrinsically 
with Free Coinage? 

7. Must the deposits, and the coinage of gold and silver bears any relation to each other, 
and to green backs and what? 

8th. Will not persons be apt under Free Coinage of silver to hoard this gold, if Free 
Coinage lower the standard of silver, and will not gold be withdrawn almost entirely from 
circulation? 

I would very much like the last issue of the History of the Mint, and Chicago. Please let 
me pursue the price of it. 
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I shall feel myself greatly indebted to you, if you will be so kind as to answer 
questions! 

Very Sincerely, 

Mrs. Mary Stuart-Caffin. 



